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Virgin Gorda

The Baths, Vlrgln Gorda BVI

This placeis crazy.Sure,you find rocky shoresall overthe Virgin
Islands but nothinglike this. Theseare the gigantictoy marbles
and building blocks of somefairy tale giant, left behindin a
tumble-down messalong a scenicshore.Theresultis a collection
of hiddenpools,fantasticplaysof light, anda senseof childhood
explorationrenewedin anyonewho wandersthrough.Make this a
mustdo, althoughwe would recommenccomingEARLY in the
morningor in slightly questionableveatherto avoid the usual
crowdsat this popularspot.

Approach: Is straightforward consideringyou havevery
deepwaterright up to the boulders,and only one small breaking
rock far to the north along the shore.The whole of The Bathsis a
protectedshore,soit canbe delightful evenin a strongtradewind
easterly.

Anchoring/Mooring: Takeamooring,anddon'teven
think aboutanchoring.If all of the balls are taken,you probably
wantto try againanothertime anyway,asthe grottoeswill likely
be reminiscentof a zoo. You shouldhavethe BVI National Parks
mooring permitfor this stop.
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Ashore: Spring Bay is technicallyprivate,and dinghysare not
allowed on any shorealong The Bathsbecausef the prevalent
surf and overcrowding.The optionsare:Dinghy a groupin closeto
shore,drop them,thentie off to the dinghytetherline draped
betweentwo buoysoff the mainbeach;or donsnorkelinggearand
swim in from the boat (our preference)enjoyinggliding over huge
submergedouldersand a goodcollection of coralsand sealife.
This givesyou the opportunityto stroll throughThe Bathsone
way, thensnorkelback out to the boat. Fantastic.

Don't MISS: Taking your camerato The Baths.You will
certainlybe kicking yourselflater if you don'tget someshotsof the
crew in the glittering, otherworldly grottoesof The Baths.The light
is usuallyinteresting,and you are almostguaranteedhe primo
shotsof the entiretrip, suitablefor framing. Get a plasticcaseand
takeit with you!
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