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Waterlemon CEE/, St. John USVI

Oneof our all-time favorites, WaterlemonCay (no, it's really not
Watermelon)continuesto delighteverytime we stop (whichiis
EVERY time we'rein the neighborhood)Snorkeling,seaturtles,
excellentswimming, hiking trails ashore,and NO development.
What elsecould you want?

Approach: waterlemonCayis the closestUSVI anchorage
to the westend of Tortola, in the narrows.DO NOT CROSS
BETWEEN THE EAST SIDE OF WATERLEMON CAY
AND ST. JOHN. Thisis a shallowswimming/snorkelingarea
with seaturtlesand peopleeverywhereThe only approachis
aroundthe westernend of WaterlemonCay, then up into the bay
proper.

Anchorlng/Moorlng: It's easyto pick up one of the 19
mooringsavailable,andthe breezesare refreshing.ln orderto
preservethe seafloor habitat,thereis no anchoring.The method
for collectingthe duesfor the moorings is now workedout, with
a pay stationashorebeneaththe
AnnanbergSugarMill ruins.
Thereis no anchoringin the bay,
asthey are protectingthe fragile
seabedand coral areas.

http://www.onlinecruisingguide.com/ECaribbean/Virginislands/USVI/StJohn/WaterlemonCay.html

Ashore: Therearea numberof
hiking optionsfrom this location,
including a shorttrail to the top of the
hill overlookingthe bay, wherethe
ruins of an old mill (andschooP) sit
with commandingviews of the
narrows,Tortola, everything.Keepan
eyeoutfor wild donkeyson the trails and give themroom. They
canbe kind of ornery. Whenyou go overto the pay station,take
a half hourto stroll up to the Annanbergruins and take a self-
guidedtour. Theseare fascintatingbuildings and well-kept.
Imaginewhat it musthavebeenlike boiling huge copperkettles
of raw sugarwaterindoorson St. Johnin the summer...yow.

Don't MISS: snorkelingaroundwWaterlemonCay. This has
historically beenone of our favorite snorkelstopsof all time, and
seemgo be recoveringwell from a damagingstorma few years
ago.The southside of the cay is still marginal,but the westend
and north side are quite excellent.Someof the bestsnorkelingis
on the northeasiend of the channeloff the point of the mainland.
Look for seaturtlesandraysin the grassyareasn between.
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